AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in tlie 
application. 

Claims 1-5 (Cancelled) 

Claim 6 (Cancelled). 

Claim 7 (Cancelled). 

Claim 8 (Previously Presented): A screw element as set forth in claim 12, 
wherein the spring element has projections in the region of the workpiece contact. 

Claim 9 (Previously Presented): A screw having a head in the form of the screw 
element as set forth in claim 12, wherein the screw is of a thread-forming nature. 

Claim 10 (Previously Presented): A screw connection between two workplaces 
of which at least one is a metal plate or a plastic element, with a screw element as set 
forth in claim 12, wherein only the spring element and it bears with a predetermined 
prestressing force against the adjoining workpiece. 

Claim 1 1 (Cancelled) 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): A screw element having a screw axis, 
comprising: 

a tool engagement element; and 
a spring element having a free edge; 

wherein the spring element is formed on the screw element in one piece; 
wherein the spring element is coaxial with the screw axis; 
wherein the free edge defines a workpiece contact plane which is perpendicular 
to the screw axis and is spaced axially from the screw element; 
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wherein the spring element is mounted at the periphery of the screw element; 
wherein the spring element projects radially beyond the periphery; 
wherein the spring element forms a workpiece contact which is disposed outside 
the periphery of the screw element and is concontr i c with the scr e w ax i s; 

whor oi n the spr i ng o le m o nt i s a ring which i s conc e ntr i c around th o screw axis; 



where 
whed 



n th e r i ng has a p l ura li ty of open i ngs d i stribut e d uniform l y o 



f4ts 



p o r i phory; and 

wherein the spring element is adapted to prevent the pre-stressing effect for the 
screw connection being lost by virtue of changes in length thus ensuring sufficient 
frictional force to prevent the screw connection becoming unscrewed, and 

wherein the spring element is of lower hardness than the screw element. 



Claim 13 (Currently Amended): A-ssfbw having a head in tho form of tho scr e v 
o l omont as cot forth i n claim 9, whoroin tho screw is of a se l f bor i ng natur e 
The screw of claim 12 wherein the spring element has projections in the region of the 
workpiece contact 



Claim 14 (Currently Amended): A screw element having a screw axis, 

comprising: 

a tool engagement element; 

a spring element having a free edge; 

said spring element being extending from and being integral with the screw 
element to form one piece; 

and is coaxial with the screw axis and mounted on the periphery of the screw 
element and projects radially from said periphery; 

said free edge defining a workpiece contact plane which is substantially 
perpendicular to the screw axis and is spaced axially from the screw element; 

wherein the spring element contacts a workpiece in a region outside the 
periphery of the screw element and is generally concentric with the screw axis; 
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wherein the spring element is a ring which is generally concentric around the 
screw axis; 

wherein the ring has a plurality of openings distributed uniformly over Its 
periphery; 

wherein the spring elennent Is adapted to prevent the pre-stressing effect for the 
screw connection being lost by virtue of changes In length thus ensuring sufficient 
frictlonal force to prevent the screw connection becoming unscrewed, and 

wherein the spring element Is of lower hardness than the screw element, and 
wherein the spring element has projections in the region of the workpiece 
contact. 

Claim 15 (New): A screw element as set forth in claim 12 wherein the spring 
element forms a workpiece contact which is concentric with the screw axis 

Claim 16 (New): A screw element as set forth in claim 12 wherein the spring 
element is a ring which is concentric around the screw axis. 

Claim 17 (New): A screw element as set forth in claim 12 wherein the spring 
element has a workpiece contact which is annular throughout. 

Claim 18 (New): A screw element as set forth in claim 12 wherein the ring has a 
plurality of openings distributed uniformly over its periphery. 



Page 4 

Docket Number: 00635.0371 -US-01 
Office Action Response 



